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AXIS OF EVIL MAPPING NEWSLETTER #5 OF 2020 – April and May–(released early June).  For all New 
Titles: please see below for details (release delayed due to Covid-19 shutdown requirements). 

INTRODUCTION 

 We are still at home, or in our offices, but not travelling. This is unusual for us. The rapidly spreading Covid-
19 epidemic is wreaking havoc, not only with the health of millions, but with the global economy. We have had all 
five planned trips we had booked for 2020 cancelled to date, not by ourselves but by airlines and cruise lines. 
Unless things improve, this year is looking like a no-travel year. Very distressing!   

GEOGRAPHERS’ A-Z MAP COMPANY 

 I have mixed feelings about this, but the renowned English cartographic publishing house Geographers’ A-
Z Maps, famous for their A-Z street atlas of London (among many other titles), sent me a letter in mid-March 
advising ITMB that they have sold their business to Harper Collins (UK). We have represented A-Z as their North 
American distributor since 1982, and have always enjoyed cordial relations with the firm. A-Z was founded shortly 
after World War 2 by a lady, Phyllis Pearsall, who was frustrated at getting around post-war London, whose street 
pattern changed dramatically as a result of extensive bombing during the war. So many short streets and laneways 
disappeared and reconstruction consolidations eliminated so many other streets that pre-war maps were less than 
useful, and no one had had time to prepare a new street map. She drove every street in the city on her bicycle, 
noting changes, and published the first edition of the London A-Z Street Atlas. I first discovered the A-Z line as a 
newcomer to London in 1963 and added the line to ITMB’s growing range of publishing houses represented in 
1982. Obviously, it has been a successful line, having survived for 70 years, but sales have been dropping steadily, 
and reality is reality. The Directors of the firm made the tough decision to shut down as of the end of December, 
2019. . 

COVID-19 or CORONA VIRUS and ITMB 

 One would have to be a newly arrived person from Mars not to have heard of the Covid-19, or 
conronavirus, by now. Covid-19 is now the most serious epidemic to hit the world since the influenza outbreak of 
1918/19. ITMB is still open, but with reduced hours of access and with no staff. In practical terms, it means that 
people can enter our retail store Monday to Friday 12:00 noon to 5:00pm. Lan and myself are here each day, 
updating artwork for the much-desired day comes when we can send a growing backlog of completed artwork to 
press. Linh and Phuong are also here each day on a part-time basis, processing orders that arrive by email, fax or 
phone, so we are very much operating to fill your needs. Please feel free to contact us.  

No one is happy about the current state of affairs, and I am sure that one day we’ll look back on this time 
period and reflect on how we might have handled it differently. For the next year or so, social distancing is a 
concept we will just have to get used to. This virus is going to be with us from now on; it is not a temporary or one-
time disruption. One news commentator used the tern the Great Accommodation to paraphrase what most of us 
are experiencing. Well, we’ve had a Great Depression, and a Great Recession, and we are all being forced to 
adjust quickly to a new reality, so why not a Great Accommodation? It fits.  

Dire as the world scene appears to be at the moment, this is just that – a moment – and moments pass. 
We will survive these difficult times as a society, mourning those taken from us prematurely and often without 
warning, and those who experience great challenges in coping with what life has presented them, either as a first 
responder or as a patient. The British slogan for dealing with adversity is Keep Calm and Carry on! Perhaps this 
crisis in world history could best be paraphrased as Keep Safe and Carry on! 

 

JUST TO KEEP IT ALL IN PERSPECTIVE 
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 Spinks is a famous auction house, operating in London, England. They are as affected by this virus as 
much as the rest of us, but also offered a piece of advice that is refreshing, to put it mildly. A month after they were 
established as a company in 1666, Spinks had to cope with the resurgence of black plague that had roiled through 
London and much of Europe, killing hundreds of thousands, followed almost immediately by the Great Fire that 
raged for three days and destroyed most of the city. Spinks survived and is still in business 344 years later, a 
testament to perseverance. We WILL survive this period in time, terrible though it seems to us at the moment. 

TRAVEL BUG, A COVID CASUALTY 

 I have received my first phone call of the Covid-19 era advising me of the permanent closure of a travel 
industry stalwart. The Travel Bug, in Vancouver, Canada, has been an institution in the city for 40 years, providing 
maps and guides, but specializing in providing travel luggage, backpacks, and accessories to would-be travellers. It 
was founded by Dwight Elliott, and I remember going in to his shop in 1982 with my first wholesale catalogue and 
offering to supply him. Knowing me as a competitive retailer at that time, he expressed some concern about dealing 
with someone who could be seen as being in competition with himself. I was able to reassure him that ITMB was a 
separate corporate activity and would supply him on exactly the same terms as it supplied World Wide Books and 
Maps (as I called my retail venture at that time). The kicker to convince him was saying that I had a choice. Either I 
opened a store across the street from him and competed with him for customers or I could supply him and ensure 
his success. We enjoyed a congenial relationship until he retired a few years ago, and that has carried on to this 
day. Unfortunately, the current owner has been shuttered indefinitely by government decree closing all non-
essential businesses, and they have opted to shut down their business permanently rather than suffer a complete 
loss of business for an indefinite time period. Their loyal customer base will miss them, as will I. 

WANDERLUST, A SECOND COVID CASUALTY 

 Vancouver has been blessed with four map stores until recently. Covid-19 has now killed off all the 
remaining map stores in the Greater Vancouver area. Like Travel Bug, Wanderlust specialized in marketing all the 
essentials for travel – luggage, passport photos, clothing, guide books, and maps. As the owner told me, 
Wanderlust had not sold a single piece of luggage since March 3

rd
, and the landlord was being hard-nosed about 

the $25,000 monthly rent due April 1
st
. Wanderlust had no options except to close their doors quickly. I am very 

sorry to see two such good stores close down in short order, but I’ suspect that many well-known retailers are going 
to declare bankruptcy in the near future. Sad to say, we’re facing another 9/11 long-term change to our society. 

CAR RENTAL FIRMS 

 The economic fallout from Covid-19 will grow as rapidly as the human toll. Big name retailers such as Pier 
1 and Reitman’s have already filed for bankruptcy, and no doubt many well-known names will soon follow. Within 
the travel industry, thus far government support has sustained airline companies and most hotels, but car rental 
firms are suffering badly. Most such firms lease most of their cars, and with travel having fallen 99%, these 
companies can no longer afford to rent counter space at airports, rent space to store thousands of cars, or maintain 
servicing of vehicles. I have learned of two such firms that have already declared bankruptcy – Hertz and Tilden – 
and I expect others to follow. The used car market is about to be deluged with thousands of almost-new vehicles, 
worldwide, and this will further decrease the demand for brand new cars, which will depress demand and lengthen 
the economic depression that the world will be undergoing for the next several years. Hard though it is to accept, I 
think we all will have to stop praying that the economy will magically bounce back. It won’t. Recovery will be slow 
and millions of nice people will be thrown out of work for a long time. We need to face reality, not believe happy talk 
from the White House. We are entering a new era; one as devastating as that created by 9/11 or the depression of 
the 1930s. 

SOME GOOD NEWS TO OFFSET THE BAD 
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 I’m a great believer in the adage that a glass is half full, not half empty. Sure, the world is going through an 
uncertain reality right now, and it’s worrying. But there is still some trivia to cheer one up, so let’s leave the bad 
news to the TV and concentrate on some of the funnier aspects of life on this planet. I was recently forwarded a 
web page about the 50 worst maps ever created. Most were uninteresting, such as the map showing In-diana and 
Out-diana, being a play on the name of the American state of Indiana, but some were humourous as well as 
informative. To save space, I’ll ignore the graphics and hit the highlights: 

1. There are 47,000 pubs in the UK (actually, the map showed only England Wales, and Scotland, and there 
are few pubs in Scotland, where the drinking habits are different). This is down by 7,000 from a decade 
ago, revealing changes in demographics as well as a changing lifestyle, but it would be impossible to 
prepare a meaningful map showing all the pubs in England as there are too many. The map shown wasn’t 
meaningful. 

2. There are 10,000 churches in Poland. As with pubs, portraying so many of anything on a map creates an 
overwhelming amount of information, so such a map becomes non-sensical, as this map was. 

3. 20.6% of the population of Canada lives in the Province of Quebec. About 75% of those are French-
speakers by mother tongue. The implication of this on a map is that relatively few Canadians are of French 
origin. That’s because the creators of the map ignored the fact that a majority of New Brunswickers are 
also of French origin (grantedly, from a different part of France) and that significant minorities of French 
speakers exist in every province of Canada. However, although this particular map was merely trying to 
emphasize the relatively low numbers of French-speakers in Canada, the reality facing Canada is that the 
percentage of Canada’s population relating to French as a mother tongue IS dropping steadily, thanks to 
immigration, and dropping fast. French immersion schools are still popular across Canada (our two 
grandchildren are both enrolled in one), but French is increasingly threatened in the Canadian mosaic. 

4. Compasses don’t work in Antarctica, or at least they don’t point north. There is a South Magnetic Pole, 
albeit weaker than its northern counterpart, and all compasses point to it. Given that everywhere is north 
when one is in Antarctica, I suppose that having a compass would be less important than knowing left from 
right. 

5. There are 33 cities in the USA called Springfield. It is the most common name for an urban area in the 
country. 

6. There are twice as many kangaroos in Australia (50,000,000) as people. Better not give them the vote! The 
USA, for some reason, bans kangaroos – except for the states of Wisconsin, West Virginia, and South 
Carolina. Why those three? It’s a mystery. 

MORE MAP COMPANY CLOSURES 

 I learned recently that Apple Valley Publishing, a regional firm in Lexington, NC, ceased business. It was 
originally the North Carolina Map Supply Co., but its owner sold that business upon retirement, then had to re-take 
control and decided just to liquidate rather than attempt to find another buyer. They published a range of city maps 
and a road atlas of the USA, and supplied maps to AAA as well as distributing regionally.  

Unique Media, which has operated out of Don Mills for many years, suddenly disappeared sometime last 
year. A Montreal-based firm, which dominated the Quebec market for many years with maps in French, apparently 
has ceased operating sometime during the past year or so. Jimapco, a Tennessee-based city map producer also 
apparently ceased operating perhaps two years ago.  

ODT, a Massachusetts-based firm has been trying to find a buyer for the past year. The owner has retired, 
but thus far, no one has taken over the Peters Projection wall map business. 

 Finally, the owner of the World History Chart has also retired and has abandoned his business for health 
reasons. ITMB holds all remaining stock, and his Chart actually uses one of ITMB’s ISBNs, but this excellent 
compendium of 5,000 years of the history of the world in chart format, which has been a staple ITMB product for 
the past forty years, will come to an end once all existing product is sold. This is a timeless title, like the bible, and 
has gone through numerous printings, but the company owner is in poor health and can’t carry on.  

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAPS 
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 ITMB distributes National Geographic Maps. We supply stores across Canada with NatGeo products. 
NatGeo has raised its prices of almost all of their products by a substantial 30%. Maps that used to be $7.95US are 
now $9.95, and those that were $11.95US are now a whopping $14.95US. This has a dramatic impact on the 
suggested retail prices in Canadian terms. We have been forced to raise lower-priced NatGeo maps to $9.95CDN 
(mostly city maps, state road maps, and some recreation maps) and formerly higher-priced maps to $17.95CDN 
(mostly larger recreation maps and all international titles) with immediate effect. We always regret having to adjust 
prices upwards, and these price increases do not reflect anything more than the actual increase by the supplier. I 
should also note that the Canadian dollar has dropped significantly in value vis-à-vis the American dollar. We pay 
for NatGeo maps using US dollars, so our prices do not change as a result of currency fluctuations. However, if a 
supplier increases their prices to us, we have to adjust prices accordingly. 

STUPID CROOK OF THE MONTH 

 A character in Seattle recently broke into a donut shop and stole a couple of boxes of donuts. He ran down 
the street, turned a corner, and sat on a bench at a bus stop and began eating the donuts. This is where the police 
found him a few minutes later, less than a block from the scene of the crime! I admit that this is not the most serious 
crime one could commit, but one should at least flee the scene properly. My vote for the most serious crime of the 
month goes to the youth in Japan who contracted the Covid-19 virus and continued associating in public, including 
attending a dance, bragging about the fact that he was infectious. Fortunately, someone called the police and he 
was taken into custody, but he potentially infected hundreds of others by his thoughtless behaviour. 

HAPPY STORY OF THE MONTH 

 At a time when the death toll worldwide is 350,000 in the past two months, and climbing rapidly, we all 
need a little good news. This comes from the world of animals, who continue breeding and living normally. I saw, on 
TV, the birth of a baby beluga whale at an aquarium in the USA, and the happy expression on the face of the new-
born as it took its first swimming steps was heartwarming to see. Canadians love happy bird stories and one was 
on TV last night. Apparently, two Canada Geese nested, foolishly, on an apartment balcony in Toronto. The adults 
could fly in and out, but the newly-hatched offspring were trapped. The fire department was called into action and 
managed to use an extended elevating vehicle (such as utility companies use, only capable of elevating six stories) 
to net the five chicks and transport them safely to the ground (without touching them, or their mother might reject 
them). It was quite touching to see the mother goose approach the nestlings gently and sniff each one of them out 
to re-establish their identity, then line them up and head for a nearby pond, with father goose protectively holding 
up the rear while bemused spectators smiled at this touching family scene. If, in the middle of a disaster, we can 
still find time to help wild animals just trying to cope, there is hope for the future of humanity. 

 

DAYS OF THE WEEK AND MONTHS OF THE YEAR 

 We owe a great debt to the Romans, whose vast empire had such a profound impact on the Western 
world. Today, we take for granted the names of our months, but what do they mean? January is named after the 
Roman god Janus, a two-faced god who could look both forward and backwards, which is what we normally do at 
New Year. The Romans divided the year into ten month-long periods, so I’m afraid I don’t know why February is 
named or why it is 28 days long, but March is named after Mars, the Roman god of war. April was called Aprilis by 
the Romans; don’t know why, and May didn’t exist for them. June was named to honour the god Juno, and July to 
honour Julius Caesar. Similarly, August is named after his descendant, Caesar Augustus. The Romans ran out of 
inventive names at that point and just named the last four months by number – Septem (7), Octo (8), Novem (9), 
and Decem (10). Even though we adopted the Gregorian calendar in 1582, we retained the Roman names for 
these months, even though December, which merely means 10, is the 12

th
 month of the year in our calendar. 
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 Most of the names of the week are also Roman. Sunday was the first day of the week for Romans, and is 
normally regarded as being the first day even now. The Romans called it Sun’s Day, which is very close to its 
present name. Moon’s Day evolved into Monday, and Tuesday was named after Mars, the god of war. Wednesday 
was named after Mercury, god of flight, In today’s French it remains Mercredi. Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 
were named after Roman gods, but were replaced much later by similar Norse gods – Woden, Thor, and Freya - 
after the Danish invasions of England. Saturday, however, is named after Saturn, another prominent Roman pagan 
god. All of these pagan gods survived the advent of Christianity, as did the celebration of Saturnalia, being the 
winter solstice gift-giving and forgiveness time that we call Christmas. Christianity prospered by incorporating many 
pre-Christian names, customs, and holidays, bringing the Roman Empire to life each morning of our lives! 

COPING WITH THE SHUTDOWN 

 I try not to include many pictures with newsletters, as some recipients have blocked their computers 
against graphics, but every so often we have to laugh at ourselves. One of the side effects of widespread social 
distancing and virus control shutdowns is that all barber shops have been shuttered. That means no one can get a 
haircut – but hair continues to grow. Self-barbering tools are selling very well these days. Linh bought a set and 
needed someone to practice on, so here I am in the garage on a cold and windy April afternoon, having a quite 
acceptable shortening of the locks! We did this in the garage as it is easier to clean up afterwards, and kept the 
doors open to allow air to circulate. Why not?!? 

 

 

JACK AND LAN’S 25
TH

 WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

 I first met Lan when invited to Vietnam for ‘discussions’ about maps in 1992. I could not find anyone at that 
time in the ‘European’ sphere of mapping that published maps of Vietnam or its major cities, although there was a 
brisk demand for such titles in the American market. For a while, I relied on a map published by a Dutch medical 
relief group, until I used up their inventory, then they would bring me maps from Vietnam every couple of months, 
but my needs soon exceeded their ability to obtain supplies. They contacted the Vietnamese Map Printing Office, 
and out of the blue I received a rather brief letter from Hanoi in broken English, inviting me to meet with them in 
Hanoi. As Vietnam had no embassies or visa-issuing offices outside of the Communist world at the time, this 
presented a logistical challenge, which is a story in itself, but eventually I arrived in Hanoi’s then-drab airport – to be 
greeted by a sunny, smiling face wearing a lovely yellow dress. Lan had been sent to meet me because her broken 
English was better than everyone else’s in the map office. This was in April, 1992, when Vietnam was reeling from 
the effects of the collapse of the Soviet empire. 
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 To make a long story short, after many adventures and mishaps together (another convoluted story), Lan 
and myself were married by the Attorney General of Vietnam on May 19, 1995. There’s a story in that as well, but 
I’m trying to keep this short. Only after that, we discovered that Lan couldn’t return with me to Canada, as she had 
to be accepted as a permanent resident first. Thus, we spent our first year of married life half a world apart, with me 
shunting back and forth between Vancouver and Hanoi on a regular basis. 

Fast forward to the present day (leaving out many further adventures) and we found ourselves in a 
shutdown reality due to the virus in which one day led to the next without change. As a result, our wedding’s 25

th
 

anniversary crept up on us without our noticing it. As all restaurants are closed in an effort to contain new 
infections, we could not go out to celebrate. We couldn’t even buy a present or even a card, as all stores were still 
shuttered in BC. We got dressed up at home and had a family get-together, as can be seen in the pictures below. 
Kenzie was too young to understand such a concept as a wedding; after all, we have been an integral part of him 
since he was born, but Johnny seemed to understand that at one time Lan and myself didn’t live together, but that 
was before he was born, so who cares? Anyway, many thanks to Lan for keeping me – and ITMB – on the tracks 
for the past quarter century. I wonder what adventures lie ahead of us? 

 

 

WORK IN PROGRESS ON CURRENT PROJECTS  

N.B Please note: during the course of the corona virus epidemic, ITMB is still releasing press releases for 
new titles and editions, as inventory arrives from our printers. We are open and accepting orders by phone 
or email, and are able to ship via post, Fedex, DHL, or UPS. Lan and I are still working seven days a week to 
complete artwork for sending to press.  

PLEASE NOTE: EXPECTED TIMES FOR ARRIVAL OF NEW EDITIONS IS APPROXIMATE ONLY.  

Alaska is almost out of copies. A new edition is being prepared; expected in the summer. 

Kuwait is down to one copy. 

New Zealand North Island is out of stock. A new edition is being prepared; no ETA. 

Nova Scotia is now out of stock. A new edition is being prepared; no ETA. 

Puerto Rico is now effectively out of print. A new edition is being prepared; no ETA. 
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San Diego is close to running out of copies. A fresh edition is being prepared; no ETA. 

Shanghai is now out of print. A new edition is being prepared; due in the summer. 

Slovakia is almost out of copies. A new edition is being prepared; no ETA. 

Sri Lanka is almost out of copies. A new edition has been completed and will be sent to press once the current 
edition is sold out completely. 

Surinam is almost out of stock. 

Yucatan is close to running out of copies. A new edition is underway, due in the summer. 

Zambia is close to running out of copies. A fresh edition is at press; no ETA. 

NEW ITMB TITLES 

Egypt & Cairo Travel Reference Map 2
nd

 Ed. 2020 1:1,000,000/1:12,500 on waterproof stone paper ISBN 
9781771292658 UPC817712926586 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – Following the so-called Arab spring of a few 
years ago, northern Africa experienced much turbulence. Egypt experienced the overthrow of the government, the 
installation of a radical religious-oriented replacement, and the overthrow of that government and the installation of 
military governance. Tourism plummeted. Most map publishers discontinued their maps of the country. Five years 
later, Egypt has stabilized and tourism is growing. We feel that the time is right to re-introduce our ITMB map of 
Egypt. This version focuses on the portions of the country that have been re-opened for tourism, which means from 
the Mediterranean coastline south to the Aswan Dam. The portion further south remains closed for the moment, as 
is the border crossing with Sudan. We have also been forced to leave off the Great Sand Sea and the Western 
Desert portions for the same reason of unrest, as the border areas with Libya remain very unstable. However, we 
have provided a large inset map of all of Egypt, covering everything, in an area of desert. We have also added a 
listing of Egypt’s Top Attractions, which wasn’t hard to prepare, as Egypt is loaded with 5,000 years of temples, 
pyramids, and tombs. The other side of the sheet is a detailed map of Cairo, with an inset of the Giza Pyramid 
complex just to the west of Cairo, and another inset of the Cairo region showing all the known tombs west of the 
Nile River south to Helwan. The back cover is a schematic map of the rapid transit system of Cairo. There is a third 
inset, showing Alexandra and other associated urban areas along the coast. The map is printed on stone paper, 
which is waterproof, durable, and long-lasting. It is also biodegradable. AVAILABLE 

Italy South and Central Travel Reference Map 4
th

 Ed. 2020 1:600,000 ISBN 9781771293686 UPC 
817712936868 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – Earlier this year, ITMB released its original-artwork map of Italy. 
We had previously issued a map of Italy North at this same scale to provide more detail than is possible on a 
country map. This map continues the process of showing Italy to advantage. Side one covers from Umbria Province 
north of Rome to below Naples and east to the Adriatic between Ancona and Brindisi. An inset map of Sardinia is 
also included. The second side covers the ‘toe’ of Italy, the island of Sicily, and several small islands in the 
Mediterranean. Italy is densely populated and has a complicated road/rail system. This map expands the southern 
half of the country into a comprehensive whole, showing motorways in blue, main roads in green, and connecting 
roads in red. Important touristic sites are noted, as well as parks, museums, beaches, World Heritage sites, castles, 
and major churches. Italy is rich in history and marvelous attractions and is the type of country where one wanders, 
rather than travels, in exploration. ITMB also publishes a more detailed map of Sicily as a separate title, and hopes 
to publish one of Sardinia later this year. We also publish an excellent city map of Rome. Earlier in 2020, we spent 
a week in the Naples/Pompei/Amalfi area. There was so much to see that we never got south of Potenza. 
AVAILABLE 
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Scotland Far North & Islands Railway & Road Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2020 1:300,000 ISBN 
9781771297233 UPC 817712972330 $13.95 E9.50 8.95GBP - Great Britain, by its shape, is difficult to map. The 
population is dense, the road network intense, and the coastline convoluted. A map of the British Isles shows only 
the major features. Sectional maps of just England, or Just Wales, make little sense, due to the geographic shape 
of the island kingdom. Scotland also needs more than one map to show its treasures in sufficient detail.  ITMB 
previously issued Scotland Central and South, and now extends its coverage at 1:300,000 to the sparsely-
populated highlands and the isolated Western, Orkney, and Shetland island archipelagos that are usually shrunk to 
insignificance on most maps, as insets.  This double-sided map covers the area from Loch Lochy south of 
Invergarry to John O’Groats in the north, and from the Western islands of Uist and Lewis to the Moray Firth and 
Craigellachie in the east. The second side has to duplicate part of the first side in order to extend the artwork further 
eastward to include Aberdeen and northward to include the wonderful island chains known collectively as the 
Shetlands and Orkneys. This map instills a sense of history, of adventure, and of being ‘off the beaten path’. It is 
the Islands and Highlands part of Scotland where Gaelic is still commonly spoken and castles abound, where one 
can lose oneself traversing single-lane roads across barren moors, or enjoy fishing villages such as Ullapool, or re-
visit momentous events in history at Culloden. This is the heart of Scotland. AVAILABLE 

South Australia & Northern Territory Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2020 1:1,900,000 ISBN 9781771290272 
UPC 817712902726 $13.95 E9.50 8.95GBP – Australia was one of the first countries ITMB published, back in the 
1980s, albeit a licensed version. Our own original artwork was completed in the mid-1990s, but until recently, we 
have not focused on sectional maps of the country based on individual states. In 2019, we published Brisbane and 
Queensland, and Sydney and New South Wales. Now, we are issuing the ‘middle’ states of South Australia and 
Northern Territory to provide better coverage of these important parts of Australia at a better scale than a country 
map could provide. South Australia can be thought of as having two parts; the fertile farming economy surrounding 
Adelaide in the south and the much more arid northern portion. The road network in the south tends to be well 
developed, with paved roads going more or less east-west to NSW and WA. Northerly roads tend to be gravel or 
dirt, such as the Birdville Track, and the north-westerly roads tend to pass through land ceded to aboriginals and 
require permits. Northern Territory occupies the second side. It is state-like, if not legally a state, and occupies a 
huge area. The north-south highway from Darwin through Alice Springs to SA is the main transportation route of the 
territory, with one highway going to NSW and a partly-paved one to QLD. There are no inset maps on this map, but 
ITMB can supply maps of Adelaide and Darwin by other publishers. AVAILABLE 

Western Australia Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2020 1:1,900,000 on waterproof stone paper ISBN 
9781771290166 UPC817712901668 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – The State of Western Australia occupies the 
western third of the continental country of Australia. The main city is Perth, in the southwest portion, and this is the 
part of the State with the best land and the most people. Much of the interior is arid desert-like grassland with 
shallow lakes that often dry out. The road network in the south is generally paved highways and secondary roads, 
with one road and one rail line heading east to SZ and the rest of the country. Roads in the north tend to be dirt, 
with the exception of the highway going towards Darwin in NT. There are no roads through the Great Sandy Desert, 
but the Canning Stock Route crosses the eastern fringe, going north-south. One needs an expensive permit to 
drive this hazardous track. Most of the attractions of the State are to be found fairly close to the coastline. Most of 
the larger urban areas tend to have been named after British places, such as Albany, Exmouth, and Port Hedland, 
but many names have been adopted from aboriginal sources, such as Kalgoorlie. This is a state of vast distances 
and varied terrain. It is, however, the friendliest state and well worth spending more time in than most visitors 
designate. There are no inset maps on this double-sided sheet, in order to provide a good scale to expand 
information vital for travellers. ITMB can provide a separate map of Perth by another publisher. AVAILABLE 
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Yellowstone National Park & Wyoming Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2020 on waterproof stone paper 
1:60,000/1:900,000 ISBN 9781771299190 UPC 817712991904 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – The USA is a 
vast and wonderful land to explore. ITMB is steadily increasing our coverage of this important travel destination and 
this month concentrates on the State of Wyoming, with a detailed travel map on one side, including small portions 
of adjacent states of Utah, Colorado, Nebraska, South Dakota, Montana, and Idaho. The state is lightly populated, 
with Cheyanne as its capital and main city. Interstates 80 and 90 both traverse the state, with Interstate 25 being 
the only north-south motorway. Yellowstone National Park occupies the northwest corner of the state and also 
occupies the second side of the sheet with an extremely detailed map. Yellowstone is the first area in the world to 
be proclaimed as a national protected area (Banff was second), and Yellowstone remains the paramount preserved 
wilderness environment in the world. There are several small urban areas within the park for accommodations and 
servicing, such as West Thumb, Canyon City, and Mammoth Hot Springs. The main attraction of the park are the 
geysers such as Old Faithful. All of these are enhanced by having detailed inset maps to assist visitors. The map 
also includes most of the adjacent Grand Teton National Park. This is one of those must-see-before-I-die places; 
truly wondrous! Printed on biodegradable waterproof stone paper for durability. AVAILABLE 

NEW RELEASES RELEASED DURING FEBRUARY and MARCH, 2020 

Boston & New England Travel Reference Map3rd Ed. 2020 1:10,000/1:800,000 on waterproof paper ISBN 
9781771290951 $10.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – This is our third rendition of historic Boston. Each version seems 
to have had a different map on the reverse side; in this case, all of New England. Boston is, of course, a very 
important and scenic city, and well worth a visit. The city graces the south shore of the Charles River, with 
Cambridge on the north side; both cities being shown. Boston Common is the focal point of the city, adjacent to 
historic Beacon Hill and Chinatown. Being the state capital, the Massachusetts state legislature is also nearby, as is 
the theatre district. Not to be outdone, Cambridge has MIT, one of the great educational institutes of America. It is 
best visited by taking the subway to Kendall Square station, as parking is limited on campus. The harbour is also an 
exciting aspect of life in a major urban area. How many cities have ferry service to their international airport? The 
other side of the sheet is this massive undertaking, showing all of the five US states collectively known as New 
England – Maine, in the north, then Vermont and New Hampshire, and Connecticut, Massachusetts, and tiny 
Rhode Island in the south. A tiny bit of New York State, along the Hudson River, is also included, as well as brief 
portions of Quebec and New Brunswick. These states are made for driving, although the closer one is to New York 
City, the more likely one is to travel by train. This is a very densely-populated part of the USA, and part of the 
original 17 colonies that made up British America. It is a region rich in history and loaded with attractions, some of 
which are noted in our Top Attractions text block. Printed on durable waterproof paper, this map is designed to 
please. AVAILABLE 

 

NEW ITMB TITLES! 

England Southeast & Midlands Rail/Road Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2020 1:300,000 ISBN 9781771292672 
UPC 817712926722 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – The shape of the UK makes it difficult to map logically. The 
term South East, within crowded England, is generally more restrictive than is appropriate for a map. Our definition 
of SE is from the English Channel north to the northern tip of East Anglia and west to 
Portsmouth/Reading/Peterborough. This occupies side one of the sheet. Side two consists of that complex portion 
of England generally called ‘The Midlands’ stretching from Cambridge/Peterborough west to the Welsh border and 
from Luton/Gloucester north to Manchester/Grimsby. London is, of course, prominent, but only as a main roads 
map. This is the most recent sectional map of the UK that ITMB has published, and was necessitated by the 
realization that, to see England properly, one needs a detailed enough map to show rail lines, motorways, A-type 
highways and B-type secondary roads, but also the tertiary level of road joining villages. The road network of 
England is incredibly complex and cannot be shown in proper detail without mapping at this scale or better. 
England also has a sophisticated rail network and this is left off most maps to avoid clutter. We have emphasized 
all the rail lines carrying passengers, which makes the London portion look like a spaghetti factory, but there are 
lines everywhere. All motorways and highways are shown, but rail lines are prominently shown, to encourage travel 
by train. A Top Attractions list has been included as well, but hundreds of interesting touristic sites have been 
included. AVAILABLE 
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Italy North and Central Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2020 1:600,000 ISBN 9781771293679 UPC 
817712936790 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – Italy is a very densely populated country, requiring sectional maps 
to portray its complex road/rail network in sufficient detail to make sense. This is a brand new title for ITMB, 
covering the central portion of the peninsula from Naples north to Florence on side one, and includes a large inset 
map of Sardinia. Side two covers the vast expanse of the north of the country, from the high alpine valleys of 
D’Aosta and Trentino to the plains of northern Italy and the coastal provinces of the Mediterranean and Adriatic 
coastlines. The immediate border areas of France and Switzerland are included, but the extensive plate name 
index covers most of those countries. Motorways (in blue) tend to be toll highways. Multi-lane highways (in 
magenta) and principal highways (in green) tend to be non-toll. The red lines are ordinary two-lane roadways, and 
tend to go through villages every kilometer or so and to follow mountainous contours. We spent a week in January, 
2020, in the Rome to Naples to Montecassino triangle, and found the roads to be in good condition. We are now 
working on a companion map covering southern Italy, and on a detailed map of Sardinia to join our exiting maps of 
Sicily, Rome, and Venice. AVAILABLE 

New Zealand North Island Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2020 1:650,000 ISBN 9781771295727 UPC 
817712957276 $13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – ITMB is very pleased to be expanding our coverage of New 
Zealand with the release of this fourth title (the others being the country map, the South Island, and Auckland). At 
this expanded scale, it takes both sides of the sheet to show off the attractions of the northern half of NZ, but the 
shape of the island provides ample space for a large inset of Auckland and more modest ones of the city region 
and of New Zealand’s public transport network on side one. Side two has an excellent inset map of Wellington and 
includes the northernmost portion of South Island, with the ferry connection linking the two islands. At this scale, the 
place names and road network are very readable, and there is lots of room to show attractions and touristic points 
of interest. The map also includes our Top Attractions list of must-sees, such as Napier Rotorua, and the 
Hobbitown Movie Set of Lord of the Rings fame. AVAILABLE 

Panama Canal/Central Panama Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2020 1:100,000/1:300,000 ISBN 9781771296243 
UPC 817712962430 $13.95cdb/us E9.50 8,95GBP – One of the world’s great travel adventures is sailing through 
the Panama Canal, which we did last year (see cover photo). Panama itself is a large enough country that the 
canal, which is visited annually by millions of passengers, cannot be shown in meaningful detail. So, whether one is 
on board one of the many cruise ships squeezing into the Miraflores Locks or is a visitor ashore watching, the canal 
is a great attraction. The map is double-sided, with central Panama (the part most visited) filling side one. Side two 
is divided in half along the central fold. A very detailed map of Panama City fills the left side, and the first-ever map 
of the canal itself fills the other. This is a marvelously portrayed rendition of the most important canal in the world. 
Even at this scale, the locks themselves are thin lines on the sheet, but they’re there.  AVAILABLE 

Spitsbergen/Svalbard Travel Reference Map 1
st

 Ed. 2020 1:800,000 ISBN 9781771297219 UPC 817712972194 
$13.95cdn/us E9.50 8.95GBP – North of Norway exists one of the northernmost communities in the world, an 
archipelago of islands called Svalbard in Norwegian, and better known as Spitsbergen in English. Until now, it has 
only been available in map format from the Norwegian Arctic Institute, and then only with difficulty. Side one shows 
the various islands as an entity. There is only one town of any size in the islands, called Longyearbyen, although 
there is a more northerly town called Pyramiden and an isolated community on the west coast called Alesund. This 
is true high Arctic adventure travel; one does not come here unprepared! Most of the islands are uninhabited and 
largely ice-covered. Edge Island, for example, is a large nature reserve, and Prins Karl Forland is a national park. 
We have translated land area names into English and placed the Norwegian names in brackets, but have tried 
leaving the Norwegian names in place wherever possible to assist with local usage. This is one of those ‘off the 
beaten path’ type of travel destinations, such as appeal to Linblad Explorer ships. We actually include a list of Top 
Attractions! This is the most northerly land mass in the world, and Alesund is its most northerly urban area. The 
second side of the map is also uniquely interesting. It focuses on the far north of Norway, from Bodo all the way to 
Nordkapp and east to Norway’s border with Russia. Northernmost Sweden and Finland are included as well, but 
the map really emphasizes how large Norway is. Rail lines, and there are some, are shown with a red/white line 
going as far as Narvik (from Sweden) and Bodo (from Oslo). This is a really exotic title, but one every map store 
should carry! AVAILABLE 


